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PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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Grooms, Jamie M., et al. 

Application Serial No.: 09/960,256 

Filed: September 20, 2001 

For: "Method of Preparing and 
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Prior Group Art Unit: 1651 
Examiner: Jean C. Witz 



Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service 
as first class mail, postage prepaid, in an 
envelope addressed to: Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450, on this date: 



y 7 June 21^2004 



Michael B. Harlin 
Registration No. 43,658 
Attorney for Applicants 



RESPONSE TO SECOND RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

Applicants hereby respond to the Official Communication of May 19, 2004 
restricting the Applicants' claimed invention. The Official Communication set one (1) month for a 
response, making this response due on Monday, June 21, 2004 (since June 19, 2004 was a 
Saturday). 

The May 19, 2004 Official Communication made a second Restriction 

r 

Requirement for this application. In the Official Communication, the Patent Office contended 
that the following two (2) inventions were being claimed: 

Group I: Claims 1-8 and 13-34, drawn to a method of processing collagen-based tissue; 
Group II: Claim 9, drawn to a processed collagen-based tissue. 



1 



Applicants traverse this restriction requirement because claim 9, like claims 1-8 



and 13-34, is directed to a method. Claim 9 is not directed to a product, and it is respectfully 
submitted that the May 19, 2004 Official Communication is in error where it states that claim 9 is 
directed to a product rather than a method. Claim 9 was amended in Applicants' response to the 
^ previous restriction requirement. Claim 9, as amended, reads as follows: 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein said collagen-based tissue is 
decellularized by cyclically contacting it with said decellularizing agent at positive 
and negative pressures. 

Since claim 9 is directed to a method, the restriction requirement should be withdrawn, and all of 
the pending claims (claims 1-9 and 13-34) should be examined in this application. 

* To the extent an election is deemed necessary, the Applicants elect to prosecute 

the claims of Group I (claims 1-8 and 13-34) with traverse. 

In the event that any additional fees are required at this time, the Applicants 
hereby authorize the Assistant Commissioner to charge any fees to Deposit Account No. 13-0017 
in the name of Mc Andrews, Held & Malloy, Ltd. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michael B. Harlin 
Registration No. 43,658 
Attorney for the Applicants 
500 West Madison Street 
34th Floor 

Chicago, Illinois 60661 
(312) 775-8202 



Date: June 21, 2004 
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